Golf Course Risk Assessment (UK)

1. General Information

· Location: Northop Golf Club, Northop Country Park, CH7 6WA
· Assessment Date: 01/02/2025
· Review Date 01/02/2026
· Assessor: M. Pritchard


2. Identified Hazards and Controls

	Hazard
	Who Might Be Harmed
	Risk (H/M/L)
	Existing Controls
	Further Actions Needed

	Struck by golf ball
	Players, spectators, staff
	H
	Warning signs, course design/layout, golfer code of conduct
	Additional signage in high-risk zones, monitor near-miss reports

	Slips, trips, and falls
	All site users
	M
	Regular ground maintenance, clear paths, signage
	Improve drainage in wet areas, increase signage

	Machinery use (mowers, tractors)
	Grounds staff
	H
	Staff training, PPE, machinery maintenance
	Regular review of training, incident log reviews

	Chemical exposure (pesticides, fertilisers)
	Grounds staff
	M
	COSHH assessments, PPE, secure storage
	Refresh training, update COSHH file annually

	Weather-related hazards (lightning, heat, snow)
	All
	M-H
	Evacuation policy, course closure in extreme weather
	Communicate policy clearly to members

	Water hazards (ponds, lakes)
	Players, especially children
	M
	Fencing where appropriate, signage
	Lifebuoys at large water bodies, staff awareness

	Injury from golf carts
	Users, pedestrians
	M
	Speed limits, training for users, maintenance logs
	Review use policy and consider restricted access zones

	Manual handling (equipment, bags)
	Staff, players
	M
	Manual handling training, trolleys
	Reminders for best practice manual handling

	Contractor work
	Staff, contractors
	H
	Permit to work system, induction for contractors
	Regular contractor checks, ensure insurance

	Public access (trespass, theft, injury)
	Public, members
	L-M
	Fencing, signage, CCTV
	Review security periodically




3. Emergency Procedures

· First Aid kits at clubhouse and key locations

· Trained first aiders on staff

· Emergency contact numbers posted clearly

· Defibrillator available 



4. Training & Communication

· Inductions for new staff

· Annual refresher training

· Toolbox talks for grounds team

· Member code of conduct clearly displayed



5. Review & Monitoring

· Regular site inspections

· Incident and near-miss reporting system

· Annual review or after any major incident

THE COURSE
OOB / Out of Bounds

L / Left

R / Right

Hole 1 

OOB  R Potential to hit cars approaching on the road up to the golf club golfers to be aware and wait if cars are oncoming

Potential danger to 7th tee from Wayward tee shots 

Hole 2 potential danger from wayward tee shots to both 5th and 6th fairways golfer to be aware and play when clear to do so

Hole 3 Public footpath crossing golfers to be aware and only play when safe to do so 

OOB to the right 4th Fairway golfers must be aware

Hole 4 public footpath crossing at 300yds golfer to be aware especially on 2nd shots

OOB to the L 3rd Fairway golfers to be aware when teeing off

5th Hole slight risk of Balls leaving the property onto Northop Rd (not happened in 30years) but golfers to be aware

6th hole Golfers need to be aware of players on the 2nd Hole when playing and only play when safe to do so

7th Hole 

Risk of Wayward tee shots hitting 2nd fairway 

Risk of wayward approach shots hitting 8th tee area golfer to be mindful

8th hole risk of hitting 9th tee all players should allow play from the 9th tee to be complete prior to teeing off 

9th Hole

OOB all along this hole risk of damage to Cars in the Celtic arms carpark from the tee and also risk of damage to the Celtic Arms from Wayward approach shots to the green

10th Hole OOB both left and right risk of damage to neighbouring properties on both sides and approach shots , golfers should be aware of the risk when playing the hole  

11th Hole OOB L Wayward tee shots could possibly enter neighbouring property and care should be taken at all times 

12th Hole Golfers need to be aware of players to the right of the fairway when teeing off as this area is not visible from the tee . Ensure it is safe to play before teeing off.

13th Water  encroaches directly in front of the green players should not look at retrieving balls from the pond

14th OOB R players to be mindful of golfers to the right of the fairway that might not be visible from the tee 

15th Hole OOB R wayward tee shots at risk of leaving the course and damaging neighbouring properties all care to be taken when playing this hole 

16th Hole OOB R / L risk of balls leaving the course and damaging neighbouring properties R  and also risk of hitting the public footpath to the left of the boundary hedgerow

17th Hole OOB L /R risk of balls hitting the practice chipping area and neighbouring properties

17th hole green area has water near the green and golfer should refrain from retrieving golf balls     

18th Hole Risk of Balls hitting the 17th Fairway R 

Risk of wayward tee shots hitting the 9th Green 

Risk of golfers being hit when exiting from the 9th green area by approach shots to the 18th 
